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EDITOR'S CORNER 


elcome to Wrestling’s 
MAIN EVENT?’S spe- 
cial Anniversary issue. 
We hope you enjoy this 
special issue which includes giant 
pull-out poster of sensational Barry 
Windham. Reading through this 
edition you'll find all of our regular 
features including an out of the 
ring look at the Incredible Hulk 
Hogan. 

It’s hard to believe that this 
magazine is already our twelfth 
issue to hit the stands. When we 
first published MAIN EVENT it 
was our intention to introduce to 
wrestling fans a first class maga- 


zine devoted to this great sport of 
ours. Before MAIN EVENT there 
weren’t any quality magazines de- 
voted to our sport and MAIN 
EVENT grew out of a need fora 
magazine of this type. 

In the past twelve issues we have 
taken you on journeys throughout 
the wrestling world. And, in pur- 
suit of the best stories possible we 
have traveled around the globe, 
gone behind the scenes and actu- 
ally taken you into the homes of 
the stars. We know you have ap- 
preciated our efforts by the many 
letters of praise that we receive 
daily. But we do not intend to sit 


back and rest on our laurels. 

In future issues we will continue 
in the tradition that we have es- 
tablished over the past year and we 
will even expand our coverage to 
bring to you, our faithful readers, 
the best in wrestling journalism 
and action photography. 

Before closing I would like to 
personally thank you, our readers, 
for the support you have given us 
because without you there would 
be no WRESTLING’S MAIN 
EVENT. Thank you. 


The Editor, 
George Napolitano 


WME editor, George Napolitano with El Canek. 
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Catfights, mixed wrestling, strong 
women, boxing, face sitting matches, 
fernale domination-films and photo sets, 
live events. Send $3.00 for sample copy 
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LETTERS 


Send Your Letters To: 
WRESTLING’S MAIN EVENT 


Pumpkin Press, Inc. 

(Dept. LT) 

350 Fifth Avenue, Rm. 6204 
New York, N.Y. 10118 


Let Us Know What You Think! 


Backlund a “Pencil-Neck-Geek” 
I’m getting sick and tired of read- 
ing about how all you so called 
Backlund fans can call Bob Back- 
lund great. He’s no champion in 
my books. He won the title illegally 
from “SUPERSTAR” Billy Gra- 
ham. He pays off the referees and 
he uses an illegal choke hold he 
calls the “CHICKEN WING”. He 
stays outside the ring for a 20 
second count if he knows he is 
going to lose the match. How can 
this type of wrestler be called great? 
The great wrestlers are men like 
N.W.A. Champion Ric Flair and 
“Playboy” Buddy Rose, who re- 
cently in L.A, was a victim of the 


' “Choke hold”. Along with these 


men are the likes of the Magnificent 
Muraco, Mr. Fuji, Big John Studd, 
Ivan Koloff, and Ray “The Crip- 
pler” Stevens who all combine to 
make truly great wrestlers. Bob 
Backlund and his manager are 
“PENCIL-NECK-GEEKS”. Back- 
lund’s title should be stripped from 
him for all these illegal tactics. 
Backlund your days as champion 
are numbered! 
Andrew Schuck 
L.A., Cal. 
Editor: Say what you will about 
Mr. Backlund, but the men in the 
striped shirt are scrupulously hon- 
est, unsung heroes of the sport. 


Let George Say It 
Dear Wrestling’s Main Event, 

I was proud of your editor (George 
Napolitano) for expressing his 


opinion about the use of disqualifi- 
cation to retain a title (Editor’s 
Corner, June, 1983). As a Rocky 
Johnson fan, I was angered by 
Captain Lou Albano and Mr. 
Muraco using these same tactics in 
a title match, thereby making Rocky 
Johnsonan“uncrowned champion”. 
It’s your editor which makes Wres- 
tling’s Main Event so very special. 
Sincerely, 
Bob Messinger 
Auburn, N.Y. 
Editor: George Napolitano has been 
an important voice in professional 
wrestling for over a decade. We at 
WM Eare proud to have George at 
the helm and realize that he stands 
alone at the top of his profession. 


Another WME Convert 

I picked up your magazine a 
couple of days ago from a local 
bookstore shelf, and as I started to 
put it back several pages caught my 
eye. Instead of placing it back I 
started to read through it. I was 
surprised to see color pictures of 
Pro wrestlers from different ranks. 
Then I picked up another wrestling 
magazine and there wasn’t one 
single color photo and the editorials 
were short and didn’t make any 
sense whatsoever. 

Three hours ago I wasn’t a wres- 
tling fan, but after reading your 
magazine I feel that I’ve been a fan 
of wrestling all my life. Its an 
honor tocongratulate you fora job 
well done. And I can say for mil- 
lions of fans around the world, 


thanks for letting the wrestling 
experience come alive so vividly on 
the pages of your magazine. 
Editor: It’s most gratifying to 
know that the time, effort, pride 
and care we at WME take to pro- 
vide for our readers the finest wres- 
tling publication ever conceived is 
appreciated. WME is a labor of 
love for us on staff and will con- 
tinue to be so with letters like these. 


Kevin Von Erich #1 fan 

I want to first thank you so very 
much for the terrific article on the 
Von Erich’s in your February 
issue. 

I’ve got to admit, I’ve read a lot 
of different wrestling magazines, 
but yours is the best. 

I am a long time fan of Kevin 
Von Erich. I also attend the matches 
at least once a month, when they 
come to our town, and I never miss 
wrestling on TV. 

Could you please print more 
articles on Kevin? Kevin is the best 


Kevin Von Erich 


wrestler in the sport today and I’d 
love to see him in your magazine. 
I want to again thank you for 
your terrific magazine. Keep up the 
good work. 

Dianne Frerichs 

Temple, Tx. 

Editor: Here at WME we aim to 

please and you'll find an entire fea- 


ture devoted to Kevin beginning on 
page 26. 


Loves A.W.A. 

I am a very big wrestling fan. 
Each weekend I watch World 
Wrestling Federation on Saturdays, 
World Championship Wrestling on 
Sat. and Sun. from Georgia on 
P Channel E, and Southwest Cham- 
spionship Wrestling from Texas, 
6 Sunday on Channel 6. Can you tell 
me when and what time other wres- 
tling can be seen? Because I am 
interested in seeing some A.W.A. 
matches and stars like Nick Bock- 


winkel and Ken Patera. 
Steve Steiner 


Butler, N.J. 
Editor: Unfortunately A. W.A. wres- 
tling is not broadcasted to your 
area. However Championship Wres- 
tling from Florida is shown Mon- 
days at 11:30 P.M. on Channel 8 
and UHF 47. Also for cable view- 
ers, Madison Square Garden has a 
channel where matches live from 
the Garden are shown. 


photo by Raul Gomez 


% All photos, all action, brilliant color! *% 


Nicindeanccsienecucy Now forthe first time you 


can own the greatest collection of wrestling action 
photos ever assembled in one publication. Page 
after page of thrilling action photos, many in full 
color, are presented on high gloss bonded paper. 
Many of your favorite stars in the toughest matches 
against their most vicious opponents are vividly 
depicted throughout this album. Truly a must for all 
serious followers of this great sport. 
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elcome to another edi- 
tion of Wrestling’s 
MAIN EVENT. NWA 
World’s champion Ric 
Flair continues to be the biggest 
attraction in the sport! The man is 
simply amazing! No other wrestler 
in the history of the sport has ever 
wrestled in as many different places 
as Flair nor have they ever defended 
their title against as many top 
opponents. Ric Flair is trulya man 
deserving of the crown... 

The “Boogie Woogie Man”, 
Jimmy Valiant is the number one 
fan attraction in the Mid Atlantic 
area. All those fans who remember 
Jimmy from his days on the East 
Coast would be shocked to see the 
fan reaction that the “Boy from 
New York City” gets today... 

Canadian Lumberjack, Joe Le 
Duc is the new Television Cham- 
pion by virtue of his victory over 
Dick Slater in a wild bout in Rich- 
mond, Virginia... 

“Boss Man” Scandor Akbar con- 
tinues to spend big bucks trying to 
lure top talent into the Dallas-Ft. 
Worth area in an attempt to put an 
end to the reign of the Von Erichs. 
The Fabulous Freebirds are also 
looking to settle a score with the 


WRESTLING’S ROUND-UP 


Rocky Jones, Dominic DeNu 


get together prior at the match. 


Von Erichs and they’ve been going 
at it hot and heavy all over 
iexas =i 

Carlos Colon, WWC champion 
continues to impress everyone with 
his sensational skills. Recently 

Colon successfully defended his 

belt against the wild Sheik, Abdul- 

lah the Butcher, Ox Baker and 

Terry Funk. Despite the formid- 
, able talents of these wrestlers the 
= great Colon made short work of all 
of them... 

Popular Victor Rivera has reap- 
peared on the East Coast and is 
now wrestling for the World Wres- 
ling League. The stars of WWI 
an now be seen on T.V. in 
ew Jersey every Saturday night 
;at eleven o’clock on the Cable 
Television Network (CTN) and 


o 


oo 


Zo 


nda Platt, Bill Otten and Raul Gomez De M 


starting in June on UHF, Chan- 
g nel 25 in New York and New Jer- 
£ sey. Besides Victor Rivera some of 
5 the other stars wrestling for Inter- 

national Wrestling include Bulldog 
Brower, Mighty Igor, Dominic 


Jimmy Valient looking for 
divine inspiration? 


tS 


cci and Bruno Sammartino Jr. 


DeNucci, Rocky Jones, Bruno 
Sammartino Jr. and the sensational 
Professor Tanaka. Also, the stars 
of Southwest Championship Wres- 
tling have been making appearan- 
ces for International Wrestling... 

Larry Zbyszko was recently 
forced to return the National 
Heavyweight belt to NWA presi- 
dent Bob Geigel. The self pro- 
claimed “legend” is now a man 
without a title, but Zbyszko feels 
that the title will be his again very 
soon... 

The mystery of the Midnight 
Rider still haunts Florida. Recently 
the midnight Rider seconded Dusty 
Rhodes as he battled Ric Flair for 
the World’s belt. The mystery deep- 
ens since everyone believed that the 
Midnight Rider was Dusty Rhodes. 
Now no one knows what to be- 
lieve... 

In Florida, the exotic Adrian 
Street has been causing quite a bit 
of controversy as has the Purple 
Haze. On a video seen throughout 
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Bald? Thinning? Worried? Read... 


‘BALDNESS CONQUERED" 


Medical Breakthrough Successful In More 
Than 95% Of All Cases! 


Dear Friend, 
It was with great pleasure that | answered an invitation to bring you news of a remarkable 
breakthrough for baldness: 
A triumph of what | believe can be called nothing less than surgical skill and daring imagination, 
combined in a program that has been tested on over 1000 fortunate men who needed our help... and 
could afford the enormous cost of attending our private clinic. In fact, since | was involved in its 
development from the yery beginning, | am pleased to announce that now... 


elF YOU ARE BALD e IF YOU ARE CONCERNED ABOUT 
EXCESSIVE PREMATURE HAIR LOSS 


OUR HAIR SUPPLANTATION PROGRAM OFFERS YOU A WAY 
TO ACTUALLY REVERSE THE SHAME AND SUFFERING OF 
BALONESS FOREVER! 

Even if you are completely bald... evenif you haven't 
had a strand of hair on your scalp in 20 years... with 
our HAIR SUPPLANTATION PROGRAM you can look 
strong, virile, and desirable again... with hair that 
commands respect, the kind of hair women love torun 
their fingers through. 


15 YEARS OF HAIR RESEARCH AND OVER $10 MILLION 
SPENT IN SEARCH OF AN ANSWER TO BALDNESS 


My HAIR SUPPLANTATION research began more than 15 
years ago in England where | worked with some of the 
most respected hair therapists and practitioners in all 
of Europe. To be fair, some people don’t consider 
baldness a major problem, but you wouldn't know it 
from talking to most men who are bald, going bald, or 
worried about losing their hair. To these men loss of 
hair means une aging, endless embarassment, 
problems with confidence, and ultimately. depres- 
sion... which is why no less than $10 MILLION has 
been invested worldwide by many independent com- 

anies and researchers in the BATTLE AGAINST BALD- 

ESS. On both sides of the Atlantic, doctors, chemists, 
and biologists joined the work... 


THEN CAME THE BREAKTHROUGH: OVER 95% SUCCESS 
IN SUBJECTS WITH MALE PATTERN BALDNESS! 


Thanks to the tireless efforts of dedicated researchers 
and the selfless core of early test subjects—the 
mystery of HAIR SUPPLANTATION was unraveled. At 
long last we had found the power to stop the tragedy 
of baldness in its tracks and help almost any mantoa 
right new beginning—from 25-year-olds with 
slightly receding hairlines to middle-aged men with 
just a horseshoe of hair left on their scalps. With years 
of development and testing... our research was 
proven out. And among men who have visited our 
Clinic in New York City—even those with so-called 
“irreversible” male pattern baldness—we_ have 
achieved a consistent success rate of over 95%. 


THE HAIR SUPPLANTATION DISCOVERY: 
A PATENTED MEDICAL COMPOUND 


With pee results in over 1000 cases, our key HAIR 
SUPPLANTATION discovery is a medical compound, 
developed and patented by a major unaffiliated dru 

company, The miracle is that its use in the HAIR SUP- 
PLANTATION process was entirely unforeseen until our 
testing rial Itworks by clinically preparing thescalp 
(without chemical irritants or dangerous hormones) to 
provide an environment where HAIR SUPPLANTATION 
can occur... safely and naturally. Though as one 
client puts it, the HAIR SUPPLANTATION PROGRAM is 


by Michaet J. Ross, noted Researcher & Hair Therapist 


“simplicity itself”, the biological mechanisms involved 
are too complex to be sdequately explained in this 
limited space. | have therefore authorized a detailed 
step-by-step, photo-illustrated report titled BALDNESS 
CONQUERED, on the HAIR SUPPLAN TATION PROGRAM and 
the research effort for AN ANSWER TO THE PROBLEM OF 
BALDNESS, now available to those who wish to see the 
POSITIVE PROOF in the privacy and comfort of their 
homes... without the expense of traveling to New York 
for a private consultation. 


NEW! FOLLICIN-NH3 
PREPARATION ar 


FOR HAIR _— 


FOLLICIN-NH3 Preparation For 
Hair has been specially 
formulated to provide scientific © 
support for continued normal 
hair growth, hair nourishment, — 
and hair maintenance. Applied + 
directly to the scalp—whereit | 
is needed most—FOLLICIN-NH3's © 
“function specific” micro- : 
nutrient group works quickly to % 
promote essential aloes 
activity... while the FOLLICIN- 
NH3 regimen helps insure that 
hair follicles are properly 
serviced by the microscopic 
capillaries that carry the 
chemical building blocks 
necessary for BEAUTIFUL HAIR. 
FOLLICIN-NH3: Quite simply, 
it's got what you need to insure 
a beautiful, HEALTHY HEAD 
OF HAIR! 


PREPARATION 
FOR HAIR 


Oretrores OT 
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NOW AVAILABLE TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC! 


Through a special arrangement with a national maker 
of Hair ecuae ae! we are now making the 
SECRETS OF HAIR SUPPLANTATION available to the gen- 
eral public. This marks the very first time we have 
agreed to reveal the program successfully tested on 
over 1000 bald and balding men at our exclusive clinic. 
Because we firmly believe that knowledge of THE ULTI- 
MATE ANSWER TO BALDNESS should not be limited to 
the privileged few. 
WHO HAS USED HAIR SUPPLANTATION? 

Men of all ages, but mostly affluent ones since the 
program was designed to be administered by highly 
paid doctors and hair therapists... with treatments 
costing $2,000, $3,000, $4,000 and more. But what all 
these men had in common was that they had tried 


te TO GROW NEW HAIR... every pill and lotion 
on the market. Many were completely bald. Others 
found that day by day, strand by strand they were 
losing their hair... and nothing seemed to help. Yet 
tony almost every single one of these men enjoys 
A FULL HEAD OF HAIR. They include: 
FAMOUS MOVIE STARS ¢ POLITICIANS ¢ DOCTORS 
© LAWYERS © YOUNG MEN @ OLD MEN 
e MEN FROM EVERY WALK OF LIFE 

We can't name names in print {thou h you will receive 
signed and’notarized proof of a list of famous satis- 
fied customers with your order), but we can tell you 
that you would recognize their names instantly, know 
their faces from newspapers and T.V., and be 
astounded at how great they look... thanks to the 
miracle of HAIR SUPPLANTATION. And these are men 
who came to us full of despair, desperate for A BALD- 
NESS SOLUTION. 


STANNIS RESEARCH INTERNATIONAL, DEPT. SP-123 

P.0. Box 1779, New York, N.Y. 10016 

O Please send me my FREE copy of BALDNESS 
CONQUERED. And RUSH me the supply of 
FOLLICIN-NH3 checked below. 

1 1 MONTH SUPPLY OF FOLLICIN-NH3: 

1 $45 plus $2 shpa. & hndlg. (Total $47) 

| CSAVE $14—2 MONTH SUPPLY OF FOLLICIN-NH3: 

$80 plus $3 shpg. & hndlg. (Total $83) 

j COSAVE $27—3 MONTH SUPPLY OF FOLLICIN-NH3: 

I $110 plus $4 shpg. & hndlg. (Total $114) 
© SAVE $122—RECOMMENDED 6 MONTH SUPPLY 
OF FOLLICIN-NH3: $160 (We pay shpa. & hndlg.) 

Total Enclosed $ __ (WY. res. add sales tax) 


i OVisa O Master Charge (Bank #_ __ _____) 

1 Account #_ —_ = 

1 Expiration Date = = 

| 

20 

I Address <= ee ee 

City = 

|< State == ee Zip Se 

| SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY BACK 
Use FOLLICIN-NH3 for a full 6 months. You must be com- 

I pletely delighted or simply return empty bottles for a 

| prompt. full refund. .. no questions asked 

I Manufacturer's Note: While initial results are often seen in 


30 days or less. for maximum effects our researchers 
1 recommend the daily use of FOLLICIN-NH3 for a full 6 I 
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the states it looked to all that satan- 
ical Kevin Sullivan resurrected the 
Purple Haze from the sea! These 
two make one crazy pair. Since 
uniting with the Purple Haze, Sul- 
livan has become even more mani- 
acal than before, if that’s possible. 
On arecent telecast, Sullivan, with 
help from the Purple Haze hurled 
fire into the eyes of Dusty Rhodes, 
temporarily blinding the fan favor- 
ite. Needless to say, Sullivan and 
Rhodes have been going at it again 
since this diabolical incident... 
The Sheepherders are now ter- 
rorizing the Southwest territory... 
King Kong Bundy lost a “loser 
leave town” match in Texas to 
Toru “The Great” Yatsu and is 
now wrestling in Louisiana... 
Kevin Von Erich is the un- 
crowned champion throughout 
Texas. Ina match against the NWA 
champion, Ric Flair, Kevin com- 
pletely dominated the action and 
was even handed the belt after pin- 
ning Flair. But Kevin’s night of 
glory ended in despair when the 
referee took the belt away from 
Kevin and returned it to Flair, 
because Kevin was disqualified for 


Larry Zbyszko’s National belt has 
been returned to the 
NWA’s commissioner. 
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tossing the champion over the 
ropes. Now Kevin is hoping to get 
another crack at the title... 

Billy Jack is a sensation through- 
out the Pacific Northwest. The 
fans just love his style and ability. 

The Samoans have been unable 
to defend their WWF tag team 
belts for the past two months due 
to an injury to Sika, Samoan #2. In 
recent matches Sika’s been replaced 
by yet another Samoan, billed only 
as Samoan #3. Not much is known 
about the newest addition to the 
team but it is obvious that he is not 
as devastating as Sika... 

Black Jack Mulligan is now hear- 
ing the cheers of the crowd through- 
out Florida. His reception is quite 
different today than in the past. At 
the present time, Mulligan is feud- 
ing with “Mean and Nasty” Angelo 
Mosca. In a recent Television bat- 
tle Mulligan and Mosca went at it 
hot and heavy and the action even- 
tually spilled onto North Albany 
Ave. where Mulligan and Mosca 
continued their battle, slugging it 
out on the flatbed of a pickup 
truck! 

“The Unholy Alliance” between 


The Purple Haze, Mark Lewin 


Gary Hart and Sir Oliver Hum- 
perdink is now completely domi- 
nating the Mid Atlantic area... 
The biggest crowd ever to wit- 
ness a bout in the AWA was on 
hand to see Hulk Hogan battle 
Nick Bockwinkel for the AWA 
title. Unfortunately for Hogan, he 
was not able to walk away with the 
championship belt that night... 
Antonio Inoki is hoping to win 
the International Grand Prix title. 
Right now Inoki is wrestling in the 
finals and the Japanese ace is hop- 
ing to capture the IWGP title... 
“Mr. USA,” Tony Atlas is look- 
ing great these days. His physique 
has never looked better and he’s 
now wrestling with renewed vigor 
and enthusiasm. With Atlas’ talent 
he has an excellent chance of some- 
day winning the World’scrown... 
Bruno Sammartino Jr. is now 
wrestling in Montreal, Canada... 
“Precious Paul” Ellring is mak- 
ing quite a name for himself as 
manager of Arn Anderson and 
Matt Borne. Precious Paul is a 
great manager, and should be quite 
successful in his newest en- 
deavor... 


Joe Le Duc signs an autograph 
before entering the ring. 
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Carlos Colonand Pedro Morales 
are the new WWC North Ameri- 
can tag team champions ... 

“Underrated” is a perfect word 
to describe the talents of Rocky 
Jones. Jones is one of the top young 
stars in the sport... 

Gino Hernandez and Tully Blan- 
chard have been going at it hot and 
heavy throughout Texas. These two 
former friends are now at each 
others throat and have spilled 
buckets of blood in their battles in 
the West... 

Popular Ric McGraw is now 
wrestling in the Southwest terri- 
LOLVary 

Gorgeous Jimmy Garvin and his 
beautiful valet, Sunshine, have 
been lighting up the World Class 
Wrestling scene... 

Popular Jose Lothari is still go- 
ing strong, wrestling throughout 
Texas for World Class Wres- 
tling... 

Rocky Johnson has eclipsed 
“Superfly” Jimmy Snuka in the 
hearts of the fans in the WWF 
Arca’... 

Dino Bravo is the top fan favor- 
ite in Montreal and Quebec, Ca- 
nada... 

Tony Parisi and Gino Brito are 


Adrian Street admires himself as Miss Linda looks on. 


ye? 


still the tag team champions in 
Canada... 

International champion, Ta- 
tsumi “Dragon” Fujinami recently 
wrestled on the East Coast and 
really turned on the fans with his 
sensational style... 

England’s Middleweight cham- 
pion, Brian Maxine has returned 
to London after a three month stay 
in the U.S. While in the states, 
Brian coached Andy Kaufman and 
Debra Harry (of the rock super 
group Blondie) in the finer points 
of the sport for the Broadway play, 
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Dusty Rhodes and Pedro Moreales get together prior to a match. 


“Teaneck Tanzi”. Maxine also 
wrestled a few matches for Interna- 
tional Wrestling and exhibited his 
fine championship form. Maxine is 
hoping to return to the states in 
August and begin his assault on the 
American scene ... 

The stars of World Champion- 
ship Wrestling have been branch- 
ing out lately. Subsequently, fans 
throughout the country have had 
the opportunity to see the stars of 
World Championship Wrestling in 
their own locale. Recently Cleve- 
land, Ohio was the setting for a 
sensational card of professional 
wrestling and a capacity crowd was 
on hand to see such stars as Tommy 
Rich, Buzz Sawyer, Ole Anderson, 
Tony Atlas, the Iron Sheik, “Cap- 
tain Red Neck” Dick Murdock and 
the World’s champion Ric Flair in 
person! In the coming months the 
stars of World Championship 
Wrestling as seen on WTBS Super- 
station Channel 17 will be traveling 
to many cities throughout the 
states. If these great stars do come 
to your local arena make it a point 
to see them live in action. 

That’s all for this month. Look 
for us again on your newsstand 
next month. o 
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Mat Stars Embark on 
Middle East Tour 


restling’s popularity 
dates back thousands 
of years to the ancient 
Kingdoms of the cradle 
of civilization. Now with the sport’s 
popularity at its zenith, what better 
place for some of the greatest names 
in wrestling to tour than those very 
same countries. 

On Friday, May 13th, a host of 
the greatest names in wrestling 
congregated at Kennedy Airport 
for a flight to Amman, Jordan, 
which would be the starting point 
for this auspicious tour. Ready to 
depart for this turbulent part of the 
world were the likes of Black Jack 
Mulligan, Ric McGraw, The 
Mighty Igor, Professor Tanaka, 
Roberto Soto, Moondog King and 
Dominic Dinucci. 

Although they were busy mak- 
ing last minute arrangements for 
their hectic tour many of these mat 
stars took time out to talk to us; 
Here are some excerpts from those 
conversations: 

WME: Black Jack Mulligan, 
what made you return to Florida? 

Black Jack: My Son, Barry 
Windham, was having a feud with 


_ 
The Mighty Igor smiles for 
the camera. 


Moon Dog, King readies 
himself for the tour. 


by Perry Greenberg 


¢ | 
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The Valient Bros. with Prof. Tanaka and Jerry Fazio make point at the Press 


conference with moderator Mario Savaldi looking on. 


the likes of Angela Mosca and 
Kevin Sullivan. They were con- 
stantly ganging up on him making 
life miserable for him so I decided 
it was time to settle the score with 
those vermin. 

WME: Now that you've battled 
Mosca how do you rate him as an 
opponent? 

Mulligan: He’s as big, mean and 
nasty as his name and he’s prob- 
ably the toughest man I’ve faced 
since Bruno Sammartino. 

WME: Professor Tanaka, what 
have you been doing the last couple 
of years away from the mat wars? 


World Wrestling League. 
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Ric McGraw lets us know 


Tanaka: I’ve had a very profita- 
ble two years making movies and 
Commercials and TV shows, such 
as Tales of the Gold Monkey, Lit- 
tle House on the Prairie and Fan- 
tasy Island. 

WME: What made you return to 
wrestling? 

Tanaka: | love making movies 
and TV but wrestling is my first 
and greatest love. Nothing provides 
for me the challenge that wrestling 
does, but most important it keeps 
me young, with its spontaneity and 
its physical and mental require- 
ments. I also love the fact that 


Professor Tanaka is 
who to watch for in the new confident about returning 


to the ring. 


photos by R.P. Sefcik 


WME Managing Editor, Perry 
Greenberg, interviews Ric McGraw. 


you're always traveling to wonder- 
ful places and learning. 


WME: Ric McGraw, after leav- 
ing the WWF, where did you go? 

McGraw: The Southwest, to 
Southwest Championship Wres- 
tling. 

WME: Do you plan on return- 
ing to the East? 

Ric: I plan to come back to the 
East very soon. 

WME: Do you plan on wrestling 
as a single or Tag Team? 

Ric: I’ve had a lot of success as a 
single and I plan on wrestling indi- 
vidually for some time to come. 

WME: Considering you’ve faced 
some of the toughest men in wres- 
tling, who gave you the roughest 
time? 

Ric: Without question it would 
have to be Killer Kahn who broke 
my neck and sent me to the hospi- 
tal for seven months. 

WME: Igor, you’re famous for 
being one of the strongest men in 
the world. What are some of your 
amazing feats of strength. 

Igor: | am the strongest man in 
the world. I can pull bus, break 
cinder blocks with my head and 
toss the biggest and toughest wres- 
tlers around like toys. 

WME: Are you still feuding with 
Bulldog Brower? 

Igor: Bulldog Brower, | hate him 
and I kill him when we next meet. 

After a brief press conference 
they all departed for the Middle 
East. These stars when they return 
will be spearheading the new World 
Wrestling League. Oo 
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Roberto Soto checks out the book 
stand at Kennedy Airport. 


The Valient Brothers, Lucious Johnny 
and Jerry with two New York cabbies. 
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Is RODDY PIPER the 
Heir to the 
World's Throne? 


npredictable is the only 

word that accurately des- 

cribes the man from Glas- 

gow, Scotland Roddy 
Piper. Just when you think you 
have the man figured out, Roddy 
Piper. does exactly the opposite of 
what you'd expect. He is one of the 
very few wrestlers in the sport that 
youcan’t class as either a good guy 
or a bad guy. He is just plain 
Roddy! He is loved in the Mid 
Atlantic area; he is booed in the 
Caribbean; he is revered in Geor- 
gia, yet despised in Florida. The 
man is simply in a class of his own. 
“Hey, I never change my style,” 
Roddy said after a hard night’s 
brawl against Greg Valentine in the 
Richmond Coliseum. “I’ve always 
wrestled the same way yet in differ- 
ent areas the people take to me in 
different ways. But no matter what 
anyone thinks of me, my primary 
goal is to win! That’s the bottom 
line and I will go to any lengths to 
attain this goal. Not too long ago 
the people here in Richmond hated 
me. I needed an army of armed 
guards to escort me out of the 
building. Today they love me. It’s 
nice to hear them cheering me on, 
but with them or without them | 
will always be the same person 
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By Bill Otten 


Roddy Piper stands in center ring 
and plays his bagpipes. 


inside the ring. | want to win. I 
want to be World’s champion and 
someday | will be!” 

Roddy Piper has been wrestling 
professionally for twelve years hay- 
ing started at the age of sixteen in 
Canada. By twenty, Roddy had 
captured the World’s Light Heavy- 
weight championship and he was 
well on his way to stardom. In the 
middle seventies, Roddy made a 
name for himself on the West Coast 
by capturing the prestigious Amer- 
icas’ Heavyweight title. Week after 
week people all around the world 
watched Roddy defend his prized 
Americas title on the Spanish In- 
ternational network. His flamboy- 
ant style and ringside mannerisms 
opened up a whole new legion of 
fans for Piper. With his trusty bag 
pipes and his clan’s kilts Roddy 
had become a cult hero to millions 
of fans who thrilled to his weekly 
antics. Eventually Roddy left L.A. 
and the fans who had grown accus- 
tomed to seeing him week after 
week on the Spanish Network 


» wondered what had happened to 
_ their hero. 


Leaving California, Roddy sur- 
faced in Portland, Oregon where 
he once again took the region by 
storm. But unfortunately wrestlers 


Photos by Bill Otten and Elio Zarlenga 


Roddy Piper stomps on the Midnight Rider during their wild brawl. 


don’t receive full national expo- 
sure, wrestling in the Pacific North- 
west. Although wrestling in Ore- 
gon, Washington and Vancouver, 
B.C. proved to be profitable, Rod- 
dy still craved national attention. 
Once Roddy left Oregon and began 
to wrestle in Georgia on WTBS, 
Suprestation 17, it was as if he was 
reborn and Roddy Piper has been 
riding high ever since. “I’ve had 
nothing but good times in the past 
twelve years,” Roddy confided. 
“Everywhere that I’ve wrestled I’ve 
enjoyed myself and I must admit 
that I have been very successful in 
this sport too. Success in this sport 
is measured by the number of belts 
you win, and I’ve won my fair share 
over the years. But it’s the big one, 
the real one, the only one, the 
NWA World’s Heavyweight title 
that I crave.” Roddy reverted now 
to his usually self, ranting and rav- 
ing. “Listen, I’ve wrestled Ric Flair 
all over the world and I’ve beaten 
Ric Flair all over the world. But tell 
me, who owns the belt today? The 
man is a liar and a cheat! Granted, 
he’s good, very good, but, he’s 
simply not as good as Roddy Piper. 
To me Ric Flair is like a gambler. 


You win, you win, you win until = 
your luck runs out and then you Piper has World Champion Ric Flair trapped in an Abdominal Stretch. 


Rae) hes rr 


can’t do anything right. Obviously, 
the man’s luck is running out and I 
only hope that it completely runs 
out when I’m around. That’s my 
biggest hope right now.” 

In Piper’s attempt at cornering 
the champion, Roddy has been 
wrestling not only in the Mid At- 
lantic area but also in Florida, the 
Caribbean and Georgia. Piper has 
also contacted the promoters in 
Oregon and Washington and sent 
them an open contract in hopes 
that they would sign a match be- 
tween himself and Flair. With all of 
his traveling could it be possible 
that Roddy Piper may be spread- 
ing himself a little too thin? Piper 
doesn’t think so. “I’m in this sport 
to make money and I will go any- 
where in search of fame and the 
almighty dollar. I spent too many 


Piper executes a Reverse Pin on Ric Flair. 
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Piper grabs Scott McGhee by the hair and slugs away. 


Piper gets ready to thumb Scott McGhee’s eyes. 
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Piper has a Sleeper Hold on the Midnight Rider. years wrestling in preliminaries and 
Roddy Piper raises his arm in victory. I remember those days very clearly. 
Today I’m at the top of my profes- 


sion and commanding top dollar 
wrestling in main events all over 
the world. The people out there 
want to see me so why should I 
deprive them of that pleasure. I will 
wrestle anywhere in the world be- 
cause the more | compete the better 
my chances are of attaining my 
goal. You know and | know that if 
you stay in any one area for too 
long you become stale. I want to 
wrestle different men. I want to 
learn different styles. In the past 
few months I’ve wrestled in Puerto 
Rico, Trinidad, Curacao, Barba- 
dos, Santa Domingo, and Tokyo. 
Do you think I learned anything in 
these places? You bet I did and 
these experiences have made me an 
even better wrestler than I was 
before.” 

There are many top challengers 
all over the world but no one else in 
the sport has as much going for 
him as Roddy Piper. The Scottish 
terror really is an excellent wrestler 
and could possibly be the rightful 
heir to the throne. Oo 
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THE SHEEPHERDERS 


Born to Rule the World 


By George Napolitano 


he New Zealand Sheep- 

herders, Maniac Jonathan 

Boyd and Crazy Luke Wil- 

liams have attained world 
wide recognition by virtue of their 
numerous tag team accomplish- 
ments throughout the world. In 
thirty-seven countries around the 
globe the Sheepherders have 
emerged triumphant and in the 
process the flag of their Island 
country of New Zealand has been 
held up high for all to see. “We 
wrestle for our country, our flag, 
our heritage,” Jonathan Boyd 
stated while relaxing after a hard 
night’s match. “Everywhere we 
have ever appeared the Sheep- 
herders have been successful and 
now the United States of America 
is starting to feel our wrath. Weare 
the finest tag team combination in 
the world and my cousin Luke and 
I will continue to spread our coun- 
try’s customs and traditions every- 
where we appear.” 

Since arriving on American soil 
the Sheepherders success has con- 
tinued just as it has all over the 
world. Inthe U.S. the Sheepherders 
have captured the Southeastern 
tag team belts in the Florida and 
Alabama territory, the Southern 
tag team belts as recognized in the 
states of Tennessee and Kentucky 
and now the Southwestern tag team 
title in Texas. It’s obvious that the 
Sheepherders have been very suc- 
cessful as a team and watching 
them in action it’s easy to under- 
stand why. The Sheepherders fre- 
quently use quick tags and double 
teaming tactics to weaken and often 
injure their opponents. The number 
of men who have been knocked out 
of commission by the Sheepherders 
is astronomical but the team just 


Maniac Boyd bends the arm of Tonga John as Crazy Luke stands by. 


keeps on plowing through everyone 
in their path. 

The Sheepherders always walk 
to the ring waving the flag of their 
country and it seems that their 
primary goal is to put New Zealand 
on the wrestling world map. To 
accomplish this goal the Sheep- 
herders consider themselves an 
army of two, soldiers of fortune 
with the wrestling ring being their 
field of battle. The Sheepherders 
consider all their opponents, whe- 
ther they are Americans or from 
other foreign countries, to be their 
enemies. 

After defeating everyone in 
southern Florida and leaving many 
innocent victims in their wake, the 
Sheepherders surged further north 
toward Pensacola and in the pro- 
cess they demolished the great 
brother team of Robert and Ronald 
Fuller as well as their cousin Jimmy 
Golden. They didn’t just beat the 
Fullers they simply destroyed them 
breaking Robert Fuller’s neck and 
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severely injuring Jimmy Golden’s 
sixty-five year old father, Billy 
Golden, with their double pile 
driver. 

As injuries to their opponents 
began to mount, wrestling officials 
in Florida and throughout the sur- 
rounding states became very con- 
cerned about the conduct of these 
two maniacal wrestlers. Never be- 
fore had any team caused as many 
injuries to their opponents as the 
Crazy Sheepherders. Their conduct 
was such that the promoters actu- 
ally flew in wrestlers from other 
territories in an attempt to stop 
their onslaught, but it was all to no 
avail. Not even the Fabulous Free- 
birds, Austin Idol or Dusty Rhodes 
could put an end to the Sheep- 
herders reign of terror! Finally 
after terrorizing the Southeastern 
territory, the Sheepherders headed 
for Mid America, the land of coun- 
try music and Jerry “The King” 
Lawler. Arriving in Tennessee the 
Sheepherders continued their 


photos by George Napolitano 


Maniac Boyd and Crazy Luke execute a quick tag. 


Crazy Luke bends the fingers of Tonga John 
during a match in San Antonio. 


WRESTLING’S MAIN EVENT 23 


march across American with the 
capture of the Southern tag team 
belts. While in Mid America, the 
Sheepherders came in contact with 
an old rival from their days ‘wres- 
tling “down under,” Billy Dundee. 
Before arriving in America, Dun- 
dee wrestled for years in Australia 
and New Zealand and the paths of 
“The Superstar” Bill Dundee and 
the wild Sheepherders crossed nu- 
merous times throughout Austra- 
lia and New Zealand. Once arriv- 
ing in Tennessee, their old feud 
immediately heated up once again. 
But the Sheepherders got the best 
of Dundee in these new encoun- 
ters. The Sheepherders then set 
their sights on the Fabulous Ones, 
Steve Kiern and Stanley Lane, but 
the Fabulous Ones refused to sign 
for a match against the Sheep- 
herders until they proved them- 
selves “worthy opponents.” This 
really infuriated the Sheepherders, 
and they went on a rampage liter- 
ally destroying everyone in their 
path including Jerry Lawler and 
even promoter Eddie Marlin. The 
Sheepherders viciously attacked 
Eddie Marlin after he had inter- 
vened on behalf of Jerry “The 
King” Lawler ona televised match 
from Memphis. Once recuperated, 
promoter Marlin signed Bill “Su- 
perstar” Dundee and Jerry Lawler 


toa match against the Sheepherders 
and the battle between these four 
men was one of the wildest matches 
ever seenin Memphis. After all the 
fighting had subsided it was the 
Sheepherders who emerged trium- 
phant! Finally the team of Jerry 
Lawler and Bill Dundee had been 
vanquished and it was the wild New 
Zealanders who pulled off this great 
upset. 

The Sheepherders and Lawler 
and Dundee wrestled several more 
times throughout Mid-America but 
the outcome was always the same. 
In fact during one of their wars the 
Fabulous Ones, Steve Kiern and 
Stanley Lane, jumped into the ring 
at the end of the match to save 
Jerry Lawler and Bill Dundee. 

It was now obvious that the 
Sheepherders had indeed proved 
themselves. The team once again 
issued a challenge to the Fabulous 
Ones. To their surprise the Fabu- 
lous Ones accepted their challenge 
and even fared fairly well against 
the maniacal duo. But the Fabu- 
lous Ones’ reign came to a sudden 
halt the night they wrestled the 
Sheepherders in a no-disqualifi- 
cation championship bout. A the 
match’s conclusion the New Zea- 
land Sheepherders had added yet 
another title to their impressive 
resumé. “When Cousin Luke and I 


The Sheepherders double team Tonga John. 
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were children we had a fantasy 
about ruling professional wres- 
tling,” Maniac Jonathan Boyd said. 
“But the fantasy has nowcome true 
for us. Everywhere we go we are 
victorious and no one can stop us. 
We hate every last bloody Ameri- 
can and our goal is to beat every 
one to a bloody pulp. You Ameri- 
cans think that your country is the 
greatest in the world; the greatest 
country in the world is New Zea- 
land and we have proven this by 
our mastery over every American 
wrestler in this country. We know 
we can win titles and titles merely 
give us a license to cripple! If you 
come after us, you better be ready 
for some hurting because Cousin 
Luke and I will make you suffer. 
We will not be satisfied until our 
flag flies over every arena in the 
United States of America and that’s 
exactly what will happen. It’s in- 
evitable.” 

After terrorizing Mid America, 
the Sheepherders traveled across 
the states to Texas where they have 
continued their rampage. Already 
the Sheepherders have injured 
Scott Casey, Rick McGraw, Bruiser 
Bob Sweeten and in the process 
have also captured the Southwest- 
ern Tag Team title. When will their 
mastery end? It doesn’t look like it 
ever will. “America you better open 
up your bloody eyes because the 
Sheepherders are here to stay,” 
Boyd promised. “We have come 
to spread our name and our fame 
across the U.S. and we will never 
relent in our pursuit of champion- 
ships, Jonathan Boyd and Luke 
Williams, were simply born to rule 
the wrestling world.” 

The Sheepherders have proven 
to be one of the toughest tag team 
combinations ever to appear in the 
sport. Although they are very 
boastful, the Sheepherders manage 
to back up everything they say by 
their actions inside the ring. 
Watching them mangle every team 
thrown in their path, lends truth to 
their claim that they were indeed 
born to “rule the world!” o 
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KEVIN VON ERICH 


Sailing to the Top 


By George Napolitano 


“ ou just can’t keep the 
Von Erichs down!” Whe- 
ther it’s David, Kerry or 
Kevin, the talented Von 

Erich brothers are the biggest threat 
to Ric Flair and his NWA World’s 
Heavyweight title. Each brother, at 
various stages in his successful ca- 
reer, has come ever so close to 
capturing the World’s belt and right 
now it looks as if Kevin, the oldest 
member of the family, may be on 
the verge of winning the biggest 
title in the sport. 

Not too long ago in Dallas at the 
spacious State Fairgrounds, Kevin 
Von Erich nearly pulled off the 
dream ofa lifetime, when he pinned 
Ric Flair in the center of the ring. 
Pandemonium broke loose the 
moment the prized championship 
belt was brought into the ring and 
handed to Kevin. David Von Erich 
immediately ran into the ring to 
congratulate his brother and share 
in his moment of ecstacy! As flash- 
cubes popped and people screamed, 
Kevin walked around the ring as 
proud as can be, but Kevin’s brief 
moment of glory quickly turned to 
gloom when referee Bruno Lubich 
took the belt away from Kevin and 
handed it back to Ric Flair. What 
happened? No one actually knew 
forsure. The only thing that anyone 
remembered was Kevin Von Erich 
mounting the top rope and flying 
into Ric Flair. The champion went 


r Kevin Von Erich 


down hard and referee David Man- 
ning slapped the canvas thrice for 
the fatal three count. To understand 
this abrupt turn of events you must 
go back to the early part of the bout. 

In the first ten minutes of action 
Kevin completely dominated Flair. 
The champion, then mounted an 
offensive and had Von Erich on the 
run. But the talented young chal- 
lenger with his sensational acro- 
batic maneuvers and his fantastic 


scientific know how managed to 
bounce back. It was obvious that 
the champion was headed for de- 
feat. As Kevin continued his assault 
Flair somehow managed to trip 
him up. Then lifted Kevin off the 
mat and proceeded to toss him into 
the ropes. But as Flair hauled Kevin 
across the ring, referee Bruno Lu- 
bich tried to step in between them 
and soon found himself lying on 
the outside of the ring. Kevin 
quickly followed Lubich over the 
top rope and onto the hard cement 
floor. The champion, seeing his 
advantage, ran to the outside of the 
ring in an attempt to knock Kevin 
into oblivion. But the speedy Von 
Erich was ready and clobbered the 
champion the moment he came 
near him, The action then moved 
back into the ring with referee 
Lubich immobilized on the out- 
side. Once again inside the ring 
Kevin really tore into Flair. The 
champion was weakening fast as 
Kevin mounted his offensive. But 
Kevin in his haste to put Flair away 
for good tossed the champion 
across the ring. Flair flipped over 
the ropes landing on the floor. 
Kevin ran out after him to continue 
his assault. Referee David Man- 
ning then rushed to ringside in an 
attempt to restore order. Manning 
managed to get Flair and Von 
Erich back into the ring but the 
champion was in sorry condition 
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Flair is trapped by Kevin’s Head Scissors Lock. 


Kevin grabs Flair by the hair 
as he continues his assault. 


Kevin Von Erich pins a battered and bloody Ric Flair. 
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Shock, grief and disbelief are etched on Kevin’s face 


as Referee Bruno Lubitch takes the belt away. 


from the beating he has received at 
the hands of Kevin. Finally, Kevin, 
seeing his opening, mounted the 
ring rope and jumped! The sight of 
Kevin sailing majestically through 
the air will be etched firmly in the 
minds of everyone who witnessed 
this sensational battle! Kevin land- 
ed square on his adversary who 
went down like a ton of bricks. 
Referee David Manning counted 
and at the count of three sheer bed- 
lam broke loose! 

Everyone in the coliseum was 
jumping for joy thinking that they 
had witnessed the crowning of a 
Von Erich. But the cheering quickly 
subsided the moment referee Bruno 
Lubich hobbled into the ring and 
took the belt away from the chal- 
lenger. What had happened? Refe- 
ree Bruno Lubich explained to the 
ring announcer that the moment 
Kevin sailed over the top rope and 


out of the ring, Ric Flair was 
automatically disqualified. What a 
disappointment! From sheer ecs- 
tacy to bleak despair. Kevin Von 
Erich was then announced as win- 
ner of the bout but by disqualifica- 
tion forfeiting his claim to the title. 

A downcast Kevin Von Erich 
couldn’t believe what had happened 
as he slowly undressed in his dress- 
ing room. “What a shame,” Kevin 
lamented. “I thought I had him 
tonight. I had everything going for 
me but once again I came up short. 
But my time will come. If not me 
then I know that one of my broth- 
ers will winthe World’s title. There 
is no jealousy among the Von Erich 
brothers. All we want is a Von 
Erich on top. It doesn’t matter if 
it’s Kerry, David or myself who 
wins the title just as long as it’s a 
Von Erich. David has been called 
the technician, Kerry the power- 


house, I’m the flyer but we don’t 
care at all for any of this just as 
long asa Von Erich holds the belt. 
After my showing tonight I am cer- 
tain that one day either myself or 
my brothers will defeat Ric Flair 
and win the World’s title.” 

The people of Texas are pro- 
claiming Kevin Von Erich the un- 
crowned champion of the world, 
and their claim has a lot of truth to 
it. Kevin Von Erich did indeed pin 
Ric Flair in the State Fairground 
in Dallas and he could do it again. 
In his career Kevin has held the 
Americas’ Heavyweight Belt, the 
Missouri State title, as well as the 
Northern American Tag Team belt 
and the All Asian Tag Title with 
his brother David. Kevin Von Erich 
is a proven winner and it is quite 
possible that someday in the not 
too distant future he will emerge as 
the top wrestler in the sport. oO 
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Wrestler Of The Month 


BARRY WINDHAM 


Man on the Move 


nthe August 1982 issue of Wres- 

tling’s MAIN EVENT we spot- 

lighted a young, somewhat in- 

experienced Black Jack Mulli- 
gan Jr. and predicted then that he 
would bea very big star in the years 
to come. Now one year later Black 
Jack Mulligan Jr. is again featured 
in Wrestling’s MAIN EVENT but 
this time he is our special monthly 
centerfold and our “Wrestler of the 
Month.” 

In the last year Black Jack Mul- 
ligan Jr. has undergone quite a 
transition. When we last inter- 
viewed him prior to our August 82 
issue Blackjack Jr. had joined for- 
ces with his dad and was learning 
the rugged style made famous by 
Blackjack Sr. Prior to this Jr. had 
begun his professional career in 
Florida, but at that time had chosen 
to wrestle under the name Barry 
Windham to prove to himself and 
to his father that he could make it 
on his own. And did he prove his 
point! In Florida Barry captured 
both the Florida Heavyweight title 
and the Southern Heavyweight title 
as well as the Florida tag team 
championship with Mike Graham. 
But an unfortunate car crash forced 
Barry to relinquish his Southern 
title. While recuperating Barry de- 
cided it was time to let the world in 
on his secret and make it public 
that Blackjack ‘Mulligan was his 
father. Oneé fully recuperated 
Blackjack Jr. aid Sr. became in- 


By George Napolitano 


separable. Junior quickly learned 
all of Dad’s tricks and combined 
with his fantastic scientific ability 
Jr. became a tough man to beat. 
Together the Blackjacks proved 
to be a devastating combination 


%. 
Barry Windham has Ric Flair grimacing in pain as he tightens his Armlock. 
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winning several tag team titles. 
Wrestling as a single, Junior also 
showed his knowledge by defeating 
Big John Studd for the Southern 
Heavyweight title. It was obvious 
that Blackjack Mulligan Jr. was 
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BARRY WINDHAM 
Height 6’2” 
Weight 240 
Age 22 
Titles Held: 
Southern Heavyweight, Florida Heavyweight 
Southern Tag Team, Giobal Tag Team 
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“Gorgeous” Jimmy Gravin grimaces in pain 
as Windham applies the pressure. 
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Barry applies a vicious Arm Lock on “Mean and Nasty” Angelo Mosca. 
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headed for stardom. But eventu- 
ally a riff developed between father 
and son. Mulligan Sr. by now had 
reverted to his old rule breaking 
style, but Jr. just couldn’t wrestle in 
that fashion. He had been brought 
up to wrestle by the rules and see- 
ing his father mauling opponent 
after opponent really got to him. 

The riff became so deep that 
Blackjack Jr. left the southern 
states and returned to Florida. 
Once back in the Sunshine state the 
now experienced grappler decided 
to wrestle once again under his 
original name, Barry Windham. 
“When I returned to Florida I 
decided that it would be better if I 
wrestled by the name that the fans 
remembered me by,” Barry con- 
fided. “I didn’t turn my back on my 
dad as had been reported in several 
publications but I felt that since I 
had made it on my own before I 
would try to do it again. At the 
time I was a little annoyed at the 
way my dad was conducting him- 
self in the ring but that was his 
decision. You have to wrestle the 
way that’s best for you. He’s a 
brawler! He always will be a brawl- 
er but I consider myself a scientific 
wrestler. I think, however, that a 
combination of the two styles just 
may be the best way to go, so from 
now on | intend to be more aggres- 
sive than before. I now have the 
experience and I know my capabil- 
ities. I only hope that I will be as 
successful this time as I was the 
first time I wrestled in Florida.” 

Success came almost overnight 
for Barry Windham. Withina mat- 
ter of weeks Barry Windham had 
worked himself back into the main 
events and there he has remained 
ever since. 

After returning to the Sunshine 
State Barry Windham regained the 
prized Southern Heavyweight title 
and in the process found himself at 
war with J.J. Dillon and his stable 
of champions. All of Dillon’s men 
have feuded at one time or another 
with Windham, but it is the “mean 
and nasty” Angelo Mosca who has 
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Barry Windham applies an Arm Lock on Kangaroo, Bobby Heffernan. 


caused Barry the most harm. 
Mosca, in one of Windhams’ 
matches severely injured the young 
star. On another occasion Mosca’s 
interference resulted in Frank 
Dusek, another one of Dillon’s 
stablemates, defeating Windham 
for the Southern belt. During this 
time Windham also became in- 
volved in a war against the satani- 
cal Kevin Sullivan and his crew. It 
seemed that everywhere Barry went 
there was always several men look- 
ing to knock him out or com- 
mission. 

Finally Blackjack Mulligan 
emerged on the scene and since 
Senior’s arrival things have become 
quite different. “It’s great to have 
Dad back in my corner,” Windham 
said. “Before | felt like it was me 
and Dusty against the world. Now 
things are different. You know and 
I know that Blackjack Mulligan 
can take care of anyone and believe 


me, Dillon and his crew have not 
seen the last of us yet. Dusty, Dad 
and I have formed a pact and it is 
our goal to rid Florida of slime like 
Mosca, Sullivan and the Purple 
Haze. Believe me, we will do it! 
You just mark my words.” 

Barry Windham is a determined 
young man. He is only twenty two 
years of age yet he has the expe- 
rience as wellas the knowledge ofa 
seasoned veteran. Barry already 
holds a non title television victory 
over World champion Ric Flair 
and he has also wrestled the cham- 
pion to a one hour draw in which 
he won the only fall in the two out 
of three fall match. Barry has ac- 
complished all of these things after 
only four years of professional 
wrestling experience. Just imagine 
the potential that Barry possesses. 
With his knowledge, Barry Wind- 
ham is destined to someday be one 
of the all time greats in the sport.a 
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By Louise Deagen 


HE GRAPPLERS 
apture Southwest 


Tag Team Title 


The winners of the tournament, the Grapplers, are a happy pair following their victory. 


here is something about 

the Southwest Tag Team 

Title that makes every 

wrestler in the county seek 
the right partner to capture it. 
There are special necessary ingre- 
dients to create an effective team. It 
takes just the right combination 
to work together; learn each 
other’s style and unite abilities for 
winning. Certainly, it was the key 
to success for Ken Lucas & Rick 
Morton, who held the Southwest 
belts for 8 months. It was once the 
formula that held together The 
Dynamic Duo—Tully Blanchard 
& Gino Hernandez—for such a 


long time. And ironically, it was 
the Southwest title that busted up 
that same Dynamic Duo. 

Once Blanchard & Hernandez 
had given up trying to win the belts 
there were really no tag teams in 
the area to threaten the champions, 
Lucas & Morton. None, that is, 
until The Masked Grapplers en- 
tered the area. The Grapplers, 
managed by the Fabulous Don 
Carson, soon proved themselves to 
be worthy ofa shot at the title with 
stunning victories over top con- 
tenders. Then in Austin, Texas The 
Grapplers defeated the popular 
champions, leaving Morton witha 
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broken leg which was still mending 
when he and Lucas left the area. 
So it seemed it was the perfect 
time for The Dynamic Duo to re- 
unite. They entered the Southwest 
Tag Team Tournament on April 2, 
1983 and were victorious with Gino 
Hernandez pinning Grappler #1 
for the belts. Unfortunately, he 
offended partner, Tully, while do- 
ing so. Hernandez was in the ring 
with Grappler #1 and had the up- 
perhand. As Hernandez backed his 
opponent into the ropes, Tully held 
him. Gino then delivered a solid 
right. But The Grappler ducked, 
leaving Tully’s face clear to receive 
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Armando Guerrero’s first finds its way into the chin of the turk. opes. 


the blow’s full force. As Tully tried _— 
to pull himself up from the floor, The Turk has Armando Guerrero trapped in his powerful Back Breaker. 


he grabbed the ropes to support 
himself. It was at that moment that 
Gino swung the Grappler into the 
ropes, again sending his partner, 
Blanchard, to the concrete floor. 
Gino then clotheslined The Grap- 
pler for the pin. When Gino was 
handed the belt he raised his hand 
in victory, but as Tully was handed 
his he used it as a weapon to 
clobber Gino over the head. Then 
they battled each other furiously 
and once pulled apart announced 
the end of their partnership. With 
the titles vacant again another 
tournament was held. The first 
match of the evening was between 
The Sheepherders from New Zea- 
land and the combination of Coco 
Samoa & Tongo John. The Sheep- 
herders held the upperhand 
throughout the match and were 
declared the winners when maniac 
Johnathan Boyd pinned Coco 


Samoa. ! 
Immediately after this match, 


the Southwest Champion, Bruiser 
Bob Sweetan entered the ring with 
his partner, Armondo Guerrero. 
Their opponents were “Hangman” 
Bobby Jaggers & Ali Bey the Turk. 
Guerrero being relatively new to 
the area quickly showed that he 


McGraw twists the Grappler’s neck during their wild match. 
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deserved to be the partner of the 
Southwest Champion. His light- 
ning speed and sensational acro- 
batic moves kept both his oppo- 
nents totally off balance resulting 
in victory when he pinned The 
Turk. 

The next tag team match was of 
special interest since the former 
champs, The Grapplers, were 
scheduled to wrestle. It was obvious 
that The Grapplers still considered 
themselves the champions and 
would let nothing stand in their 
way of regaining the title. Their 
opponent Scott Casey & Rick 
McGraw were not about to give the 
masked duo an easy victory but 
when Grappler #1 pulled his old 
trick of loading his boot, it nearly 
finished McGraw. He did however 
manage to hold out until the 20 
minute time limit and it was left to 
the judges’ decision to determine 
the winners. 

Because The Grapplers had had 
the advantage during most of the 
match, they were selected the win- 
ners. It should be noted that it has 
not been proven yet that when 
Grappler #1 suddenly taps his right 
foot three times, he is indeed posi- 
tioning some kind of weight in his 
boot. The wrestler claims he is 
slightly crippled on his right side 
which requires him to wear a spe- 
cial orthopedic boot. So far, no 
officials have questioned this, but 
wrestlers who have fallen victim to 
the Grappler’s boot say there is def- 
initely something peculiar about 
the whole thing. 

Spectators sat on the edges of 
their seats for the next match. The 
two teams competing were Tully 
Blanchard & Adrian Adonis 
against Gino Hernandez & Wahoo 
McDaniel. Gino got the crowd 
revved up by taunting Tully merci- 
lessly. The match began, but neither 
Blanchard or Hernandez were 
concerned with winning the title. 
Their main goals that night were 
simply to fight it out and get even. 
Naturally, the match was soon out 
of hand and the referee had no 
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Grappler #1 tosses a bloody 
Ric McGraw across the ring. 


choice but to disqualify both teams, 
especially since referee Jack How- 
ell was beaten by both teams of 
wrestlers and had to flee to the 
dressing room. Gino then threw 
first a chair, then the bell, then the 
timekeeper’s table at Tully. 

The semi-finals began with the 
return of The Sheepherders against 
Sweetan & Guerrero. Again, it was 
Guerrero who made the pin and 
won the match. There was only a 
brief intermission to allow the 
winners time to rest for their final 
championship bout. 

The Grapplers, escorted by Don 
Carson, returned to the ring, booed 


Ric McGraw has a Side Headlock on Grappler #1. 


: wet 


Bob Sweetan bends The Turks leg 
during their torrent tag team war. 


by fans all the way. Only a few 
minutes passed before Grappler #1 
went for the loaded boot and put 
Sweetan out. Although the crowd 
was somewhat disappointed, they 
really weren’t surprised. The South- 
west Tag Team title is a title that 
wrestlers all over the country will 
stop at nothing to win. And as Don 
Carson says, “When you’re the best 
in wrestling, they don’t call you 
wrestlers, they call you The 
Grapplers.” 

As of now The Grapplers still 
hold the prestigious Southwest Tag 
Team title and they will be a very 
hard team to beat. o 
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OUT OF THE RING 


Rock and Rolling with 
Hulk Hogan 


photos by George Napolitano 


odybuilder, movie star, 
professional wrestler and 
now recording artist are 
just a few of the credits on 
Hulk Hogan’s resumé. The whole 
world is aware of Hulk Hogan’s 
bodybuilding prowess, his starring 
role in ROCKY III, his many tri- 
umphs in wrestling rings every- 
where but very little is known about 
his now blossoming recording ca- 


By George Napolitano 


reer. How did Hulk Hogan become 
a recording artist? It didn’t happen 
overnight. Before entering the 
wrestling profession Hulk Hogan 
was a body builder by day and 
musician by night. Every evening 
Hulk Hogan and his band could be 
heard knocking out the latest tunes 
in all of the clubs on the strip in 


We 


Hulk and his band indicate their hit song’s status on the Japanese charts. 


Tampa, Florida. Eventually Hulk 
Hogan acquired a huge following 
and was booked in all of the hot 
spots in town. By chance, one of 
the clubs Hogan played in was fre- 
quented by Jack and Jerry Brisco 
and many of the other wrestlers in 
the area. The Brisco’s were very 
impressed by his imposing size and 
stature. One evening the Brico’s 
mentioned to Hulk that with his 
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The Hulk gets toget 


size, he could have a great future in 
wrestling. Hogan, however, was 
content to gig every night and lift 
weights and lay in the sun every 
day. Every time the Brisco’s ran 
into Hogan they told him the same 
story, but Hogan had only one 
thing on his mind and that was to 
be a rock and roll superstar! But 
playing the bar scene night after 
night and getting frustrated by 
agents and rip off artists that you 
frequently encounter in this line of 
work eventually got to Hogan. The 
next time the Brisco’s mentioned 


her with thre 


the idea of becominga professional 
wrestler to Hogan, Hulk took them 
up on it. The Brisco’s then intro- 
duced Hulk to Hiro Matsuda who 
trained Hulk in the finer aspects of 
the sport. But, the love of music 
never left him! 

Recently in Tokyo, Hulk was 
bitten by the old music bug again 
and in the Ginza Smoky Studio he 
recorded four tracks with several 
Japanese friends. At first Hulk was 
not certain how the record would 
be received but it has really taken 
off and is now a big hit on the 


e friends, Peter Takahashi, Mr. Shinma, and Naoki Otsuko. 


Japanese charts. Hogan’s hit song 
is entitled “Itchban” which trans- 
lated means, “Number One”! The 
record was produced by Chaco and 
the musicians in Hulk’s band in- 
cluded Hisato Tarenaka on guitar, 
Asayoshi Kabe on bass, Johnny 
Yoshinaga on drums, and Hulk 
Hogan on vocals and bass. 

The “Incredible” Hulk Hogan 
has now embarked ona new career 
and it is quite possible that with his 
talent it will be as lucrative and as 
rewarding as all of his other en- 
deavors. o 
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MATCH OF THE MONTH 


Dusty Rhodes arabe Sullivan by ine hair and pounds away. 


photos by Bill Otten 


DUSTY RHODES 


n the beautiful Ocala Jai Lai 

Stadium satanical Kevin Sulli- 

van finally met his match! 

The “American Dream” Dusty 
Rhodes has been chasing Kevin 
Sullivan all over Florida but the 
Dream has really never been able 
to pay back Sullivan for all the 
pain, suffering and humiliation 
which he has caused him over the 
last several months, beginning with 
the “Loser Leave Town” match on 
Christmas night. The clincher 
though, was the fire incident on 


By George Napolitano 


television in which Sullivan nearly 
blinded the Dream in view of mil- 
lions of viewers. These are the two 
major incidents but there have been 
many, many more vicious clashes 
during the past six months. 

But, recently the Dream reaped 
some revenge on Sullivan in a 
Bunkhouse match in Ocala. Dusty 
Rhodes tore into Sullivan with 
unbridled fury! It was obvious that 
the Dream meant business as he 
attacked Sullivan from the open- 
ing minutes of the bout. It didn’t 
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KEVIN SULLIVAN 


take too long before both men were 
a bloody mess, but Dusty held on. 
Using his trusty boot, the Dream 
finally knocked Sullivan un- 
conscious and in an instant jumped 
on his arch enemy for the pin and 
the victory! 

Highlights of this sensational 
battle have been captured on the 
pages of Wrestling’s MAIN 
EVENT. Although Dusty won this 
battle, you can expect Kevin Sulli- 
van to come bouncing back crazier 
and even wilder next time. a 


Kevin Sullivan strangles Dusty Rhodes during their wild brawl. 


A 


Sullivan grabs Dusty by the hair and begins to hammer away. 


ore ee 


Sullivan strangles a bleeding Dusty Rhodes with a bull rope. 
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Dusty strangles Sullivan with a bull rope. 
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Sullivan chokes the “Dream” during the heat of battle. 
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Dusty jumps on Kevin Sullivan for the pin. 
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Referee Bill Alphonso raises the arm of a victorious Dusty Rhodes. 
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THEN & NOW 


A Nostalgic Look at Some of 
the Biggest Names in Wrestling. 


confess! I am hooked on nostal- 

gia. I collect Fifties rock & roll 

records and old magazines. So 

while going through my files the 
other day, I got excited when I 
came across the photographs that 
acompany this article. 

The pictures of the four young 
wrestlers were snapped ten years 
ago. How it happened was no big 
deal. The five of us were killing a 
day off from the hectic pace of pro- 
fessional wrestling. I was just get- 
ting my feet wet in my latest pas- 
sion—photography—and decided 
to do some shooting with my new 
Canon (camera). We were all living 
in Charlotte, North Carolina at the 
time and a park and shopping mall 
there supplied the settings. 

Looking at these photos today I 
couldn’t help reflecting back on 
these four men and the differences 
in their careers then and now. 

You remember ten years ago! 
That was when gasoline was fifty 
cents a gallon and you could buy 
the biggest Cadillac for the same 
price you pay today for the small- 
est Chevrolet. Ten years ago our 
four dashing young warriors did 
not have ten years pro experience 
between all of them. I was the 
grizzled old timer of our fivesome, 
celebrating my thirteenth year at 
play for pay. 

If by now you have not figured 
out who these fine young fellows 
are, or read the captions under the 
pictures, let me enlighten you. Their 
names in alphabetical order are 


By Les Thatcher 


Bill Ash, Scott Casey, Sonny King, 


and Ed Wiskoski. So as not to 
slight any of them, I will reminisce 
in alphabetical order also. 

A decade ago seeing Bill Ashata 
peace rally, wearing love beads 
would have been right in context. 
From his long hair down to his 
“Earth Shoes”, Bill was the model 


of the youth of the late sixties and 
early seventies. Passing him on the 
street, the only type of athlete you 
might expect him to be was a large 
jogger. With his “laid back” look 
and soft spoken manner, Ash was 
the John Denver of the wrestling 
set. 

Seeing this Arkansas lad in the 
ring was another matter enitrely. 
Bill could glide from one hold to 


A new way to play touch football. 


58 WRESTLING’S MAIN EVENT 


photos by Les Thatcher 


King, Casey, Ash and Wiskowski check the Summer clearance sale. 


Scott Casey, Sonny King, Bill Ash and Ed Wiskowski enjoy some moments together in Freedom Park. 
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Casey, King and Ash play on a plane. 


another with an ease that almost 
made him look lazy. I squared off 
with Ash on a few outings and was 
impressed with his increased skill 
and knowledge each time we met. 
In his private life he enjoyed going 
to rock concert, taking his lady to 
the park, having his own space and 
always giving you yours. The prob- 
lem was, Bill’s low keyed attitude 
carried over into the wrestling ring. 

If Bill Ash lacked anything in his 
wrestling makeup, it was the ingre- 
dient most often called “Killer In- 
stinct.” That driving force that 
makes you move in and put a man 
away when you see that he is worn 
down or hurt. This intelligent 
young man had trouble coming to 
grips with that part of his life. Ata 
time when he was physically ready 
for matches with better, top grade 
wrestlers, the lack of that instinct 
cost him. It was a confusing time 
for Ash and two years after these 
photos were taken, he quit the 


sport entirely! 

Bill returned to Arkansas to 
work in his father Noel’s store (the 
country’s largest maker of custom 
wrestling shoes). While helping 
shoe the wrestling industry, Bill 
Bill continued his workouts, telling 
himself it was just to keep in shape, 
but in the back of his mind he felt 
unfulfilled. Ash had set out with 
high goals in wrestling and now 
was feeling he had short changed 
himself. Eighteen months later a 
slightly altered Bill Ash returned to 
the pro ranks, dedicated to proving 
a point. If this writer’s opinion 
means anything, I would have to 
say the point was well made. The 
last time I talked to Ash (just a few 
weeks ago), he was wearing the 
United States Junior Heavyweight 
Championship! 

During our conversation, Bill 
gave his views on the difference 
between then and now. “My early 
career was a confusing time,” says 
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Ash. “I felt 1 was working hard for 
a break that never seemed to come. 
Finally I decided to give it up 
(wrestling) before it drove me crazy 
with worry. Even when I was away 
from it, I couldn’t keep it out of my 
mind, because I hadn’t reached the 
goal I set for myself. I decided to 
take one morerunatit. This time I 
was going to concentrate more on 
winning and less on being fair,” 
said a still mild mannered Bill. “No 
matter if it’s the top or the bottom, 
this sport takes so much out of you 
it’s unreal.” Ash goes on. “A few 
years ago wrestling almost beat 
me, but I decided to fight back. To 
reach the level I’m at now has cost 
me so much mentally and physi- 
cally over the years, that I plan to 
enjoy my success finally achieved.” 

The most fun loving member of 
the pictured group at the time was 
Scott Casey. “Scottie” came to 
Charlotte with just over a year’s 
experience under his belt. His pro 
foundation, however, had been 
built by masters. Casey began his 
training in his native Texas under 
the watchful eyes of the Funk 
brothers, Dory Jr., and Terry. 
Moving on to Florida he picked up 
pointers from the late, great, Bobby 
Shane. I, myself, became involved 
in yet another phase of Scott’s 
grappling education. We became 
tag team partners for close toa full 
year. 

You can learn almost as much 
about a man being his tag team 
partner as a woman can being his 
wife. This youthful Texan had all 
the tools to make it big in the pro 
sport. The area Casey fell short of 
at that time was his lack of control 
over that damn fun loving attitude. 
He was the first to suggest going to 
a party and the last to favor going 
to the gym or talking over match 
tactics (it wasa malady common to 
young athletes making the move 
from amateur to the pros). 

Scott matured in the ring and we 
did well as a team. Over the next 
couple of years in singles and with 
other partners, Casey had success. 


But still missing was that little dif- 
ference between average and great; 
the dedication to your craft. 

Getting so close toa title and not 
being able to grab it is pure frustra- 
tion. It was not long before Scott 
followed Bill Ash and hung up his 
wrestling tights. 

During this period of non wres- 
tling, Casey had plenty of time to 
think about what several veterans 
had been trying to tell him. Finally 
the word, dedication, sunk in and it 
was back to the squared circle. 
Over the past few years an older, 
wiser, Scott Casey has been plying 
his trade in arenas around the 
world. With the new outlook has 
come several titles, the most recent 
being the Southwest Heavyweight 
Championship. I got “Scottie” on 
the phone not long ago to get his 
views on his changes over the last 
ten years. 

“I’ve been watching you on the 
USA Cable Network.” I told Casey 
after the hellos were said. In a 
humorous tone | went on. “I see 


you finally found out the difference 
between being a dedicated party 
and being a dedicated partier.” The 
hearty Texas laugh rattled over the 
telephone lines. “Still ‘Mother 
Thatcher’ aren’t you!” came Scotts 
reply (“Mother Thatcher” was a 
nickname Casey hung on me be- 
cause of some of the wrestling lec- 
tures I gave him). As the laughter 
subsided he continued. “It took me 
awhile, but I finally caught on. 
Talent, size, speed, and strength 
are important, but preparation is 
the key. Nodoubt. . . I found out 
the hard way. Sometimes an injury 
would take away my speed or 
strength. At those times I would 
come up short, because I wasn’t 
prepared.” Scott was warming to 
the subject. “I still like my fun, but 
now it comes after and second to 
my career. Wrestling is a demand- 
ing mistress. You must give her one 
hundred percent of your time. It 
took me a while to catch on, but 
now that I have, I don’t intend to 
ever slide downward. 


One thing consistent about Son- 
ny King is that now like ten years 
ago, he is still the Kareem Abdul 
Jabbar of wrestling, the most mis- 
understood man in his sport. Ina 
business where your life is like liv- 
ing in a fish bowl, Sonny King 
fights to be a private person. 

When I met Sonny in North 
Carolina, he had just finished a 
successful tour of the northeastern 
United States including New York’s 
Madison Square Garden. He had 
five years as a professional under 
his belt and was already a star of 
some magnatude. King was a pro- 
duct of his time and could have fit 
into several roles in the black move- 
ment of that period. The soft spo- 
ken philosopher I knew was in stark 
contrast to the ex-street fighter/ 
boxer turned wrestler the public 
perceived. I could rattle on and on 
in trying to describe the many sides 
of this man. To make it as short 
and as sweet as possible, I'll say 
Sonny was and is deep, complex, 
probing, sincere, and honest, some- 
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times to a fault. 

When we first became friends, 
King was a fan favorite. It was a 
day to day conflict for this very 
private man to display himself 
openly to the public. He felt that as 
long as he gave 100% of himself in 
the ring, that was all the fans could 
ask for. Plus, as King had told me 
more than once, “Man, most of 
these folks don’t want to hear what 
you really think when they ask a 
question. What they really want 
you to tell them is what they want 
you to think.” “The Big Cat” as he 
was sometimes called, fought that 
battle within himself for a few 
more years. Sonny’s style changed 
then to what you would call agres- 
sive. You could see him loosen the 
stops holding back that intense 
fury you sensed just under the 
surface. 

No matter what the style of the 
man, the fact was that this athlete 
kept improving and winning more 
and more. Then just a few years 
ago, a series of injuries put king out 
of action for a long period. When 
he next returned to the ring it was 
not asa wrestler, but asa manager/ 
consultant for other wrestlers. 
Many people don’t like what Bonny 
does these days for a living, or the 
way he goes about doing it. Success 
by any other nameis still success. If 
you check the record, every team 
or wrestler he has managed has had 
a better record with him, then they 
did without him. King is still a suc- 
cess by any measure. 

I had a chance just recently to 
rap with Sonny King in Ohio where 
he was handling his latest cham- 
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pionship team, The Samoans. Over 
the years I have enjoyed long con- 
yersations with Sonny on his philo- 
sophies of life. “Les, my man, I 
haven't really changed my outlook 
on life,” began King’s mellow reply 
to my leading question. “It’s just 
that I’m more comfortable with the 
way things are around me now. Now 
fans don’t feel uncomfortable if I 
disagree with them or they with 
me, and I think we all feel better 
about this.” Sonny got to the point. 
“This is a business and what the 
word professional boils down to is 
who wins or loses and who gets the 
biggest pay check. It doesn’t matter 
if the fans are for you or against 
you, they always want to inflict 
their view and attitudes on you, so 
you will be more like them. It’s 
really simple, I just want to be my 
own man!” So it appears after a 
decade, that the house of King is 
still built on the same foundation. 
He has just redesigned the outside 
to fit his needs. 

Last but not least, I give you my 
friend, “The Polish Prince”, Ed 
Wiskoski. One think that has deve- 
loped for Wiskoski over the past 
ten years, is his sense of where his 
money goes. Ed may end up a bank 
president someday. Not quite a 
“Penny pincher”, but a man who 
knows where every cent is spent. 

Back during the time of our 
summer fun, the money was not 
coming in so fast for this wrestler 
just getting his start. But young Ed 
had a plan. Playing football and 
wrestling had helped him get a 
teaching degree while in college. 
Then he worked as a teacher while 
weighing the pros and cons of pro- 
fessional football against pro wres- 
tling. Wrestling won out as I re- 
member because of the longer earn- 
ing period. 

Once “Easy Ed” got his wrestling 
career under way, he formulated a 
ten year plan (Wiskoski was two 
years into his new ten year plan 
when I met him). No matter what 
his earning power at the time, his 
budget was such that he was saving 


>. 
Casey, Wiskowski, King and Ash mug behind the glass in the mall. 


money to invest in stocks and if an 
injury were to put him out of wres- 
tling, he had teaching to fall back 
on. Looking back I think he was 
smarter then all the rest of us put 
together. 

But “Whiskey” as we called him 
then, never had to teach another 
class again. His natural talent and 
drive took him to great heights and 
with it grew his earnings. Ed salted 
away titles and bucks over the 
years and became a star in Califor- 
nia, the Northwest, and also around 
the area he called home, Missouri 
and Kansas. His talents were bid 
for overseas tours, and trips to 
Japan, Australia, and Europe fol- 
lowed. Currently Wiskoski returns 
to Germany at least once a year to 
compete in tournaments there. Now 
the ten year plan deadline has come 
and gone and Ed is still wrestling. 
So what happened? Wiskoski did 
not figure on falling in love with his 
job. 

“I swear to you, I really still 
enjoy wrestling. Hey, the money 
isn’t bad either!” Ed joked, as we 
had a chance to talk recently for 
the first time in years. “Back then 
wrestling was just a means to an 
end. Before you knew it, my skills 
had outgrown the goals I had set 
for myself (Ed was never bashful).” 
Wiskoski continued. “Things wre 


going so well by the time I reached 
the end of my ten year plan, I just 
couldn’t give it up. I had really 
learned to enjoy controlling my 
own fate. Also by that time I had 
perfected my skills to the point that 
I could wrestle scientifically or get 
rough. Using both techniques has 
expanded my earning power, but I 
do prefer the wise open, rough style 
at this time.” Ed got to the point I 
was wondering about. “At the ten 
year mark I could have retired, but 
I looked at it this way, as long as I 
have my health and so many pro- 
moters and fans are willing to pay 
to see me, it was just icing on the 
cake. I’ma very satisified man. I’ve 
accomplished more than I set out 
to do. Can you ask for more than 
that? 

As the song says “what a differ- 
ence a day makes.” Looking at the 
past and the present, it seems that 
all four of my buddies have made 
some big changes in their lives and 
yet the basics seem to remain the 
same. Does it really matter if you 
or I like or dislike what they are 
doing or the way they are going 
about it? The point seems to be that 
each one has made the adjustments 
he has needed to become a success 
both in and out of the ring. I don’t 
know about you, but I’m happy for 
them all. o 
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INTO THE SPOTLIGHT 
MIKE ROTUNDO 


NEW STAR 


ON THE HORIZON! 


he Eighties have pro- 

duced many young new 

wrestling “superstars” like 

Tiger Mask, Buzz Sawyer, 
Curt Henning, Matt Borne, Barry 
Windham and most recently Mike 
Rotundo. 

Mike Rotundo has been wres- 
tling professionally for a little over 
a year but already the talented 
youngster has made a name for 
himself in such wrestling hotbeds 
as Quebec, Canada and Hanover, 
Germany. Presently he’s enjoying 
phenomenal success in the Mid 
Atlantic area. It is in the Mid 
Atlantic states where the handsome 
grappler has become the darling of 
all the mat afficionados. 

Rotundo’s interest in wrestling 
dates back to his boyhood days in 
Oswego, New York. He watched 
wrestling on television and attend- 
ed every live show he could. Every- 
thing he learned by watching the 
pros he took with him to Syracuse 
University, where he was a stand- 
out amateur wrestler, as well as an 
excellent football player. Wrest- 
ling, however, was his first love and 
football and the N.F.L. had to take 
a back seat. 

“Ever since I was a small boy 
there hasn’t been anything else I’ve 
ever wanted to do other than 
wrestler,” confesses Mike. “There 
a bout in the Maple Leaf Gardens. 


By Elio Zarlenga 


“The thrill of stepping into that 
ring and hearing all the fans cheer- 
ing me on, does something for me 
which I can’t quite explain. You 
have really got to experience it to 
know what I’m talking about. There 
is no feeling on earth which can 
quite compare.” 

Young Mike’s initial experience 
came while competing in a major 
tournament in Germany. Although 
he did not win the tournament, he 
impressed all who saw him wrestle. 
Watching him in action, it was evi- 


Rotundo wearing a neck brace bends 
Greg Valentine’s arm. 
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dent that Rotundo was headed for 
stardom. 

“The tournament in Germany 
was the best thing that could have 
happened to my career,” recalls 
Mike. “While there I wrestled guys 
of every style imaginable. They 
were all international stars and I 
picked up quite a few pointers 
from the friendlier wrestlers. Al- 
though I only spent forty days in 
Germany I know I gained expe- 
rience that would have taken me a 
couple of years to obtain here.” 

Upon returning to North America 
Mike started wrestling in Quebec, 
Canada since he had heard that 
some of the finest competitors any- 
where were there. He accumulated 
an extraordinary number of victo- 
ries while in Quebec, winning most 
of his matches with his airplane 
spin or one of his tremendous 
dropkicks. After wrestling through 
Quebec, Mike felt that he was 
ready to make his debut in the Uni- 
ted States. 

Mike knew that to make a truly 
international name for himself he 
would have to wrestle under the 
auspices of the National Wrestling 


* Alliance. It was precisely for this 


reason that he ventured to the Mid 
Atlantic area. 

Mike did not find it easy at first 
facing some of the biggest and tal- 
ented men in all of wrestling. He 
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wrestled men such as Greg Valen- 
tine, Paul Jones, Sgt. Slaughter, 
Dory Funk, Jr., Ken Kernodle, Joe 
LeDuc and a host of others. Al- 
though Mike did not fare very well 
against some of these titans it be- 
came apparent that with each suc- 
ceeding match he was improving 
by leaps and bounds. 

“I knew the Mid Atlantic area 
was one of the top wrestling areas 
in the country,” said Mike. “But, 
quite frankly I really wasn’t expect- 
ing it to be as tough as it is. It took 
me a couple of months to get my 
bearings, but once I did I felt real 
comfortable in the ring. I gained a 
lot of confidence very early and I 
think that helped me.” 

In almost no time at all he had 
progressed to main event status to 


Mike Rotundo has his opponent trapped in an Airplane Spin. 


become a bonifide “star”, but there 
was still something lacking. Mike 
still did not have a championship 
nor had he ever held one. This soon 
changed when he defeated Bad, 
Bad Leroy Brown before a jam 
packed crowd in the Charlotte Coli- 
seum to win the prestigious N.W.A. 
Television Title. Wrestling mavens 
agreed that Mike had proven his 
ability that night and had estab- 
lished himself as a force in wres- 
tling for years to come. 

“That match with Brown was the 
greatest thrill of my life,” said 
Mike. “I went into the match as the 
underdog, but through the support 
of all the people and a little luck I 
pinned Brown.” 

As N.W.A. Television Champion 
he turned back many able chal- 
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lengers, but the unpredictable Dick 
Slater came along to dethrone him. 
Mike felt no shame in losing to a 
man like Slater who’s far more 
experienced. 

“Dick Slater is a very tough 
wrestler,” confesses Mike. “There 
are not too many like him in the 
world, and I wasn’t used to wres- 
tling somebody that unorthodox. 
I'd like to get the title back some- 
day, but Slater has now lost the 
title to Joe LeDuc so I guess I’ll just 
have to wait my turn.” 

Putting aside the N.W.A. Tele- 
vision Title, Mike says that his 
ultimate goal in professional wres- 
tling is to wear the World’s belt 
currently worn by Ric Flair. He 
has wrestled Flair on a couple of 
occasions and very nearly came 
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Rotundo waits the start of his match. 


away with the most cherished pos- 
session in the sport. Flair was very 
lucky to escape with his title in his 
bouts against Rotundo, but Flair 
knows that Mike Rotundo will bea 
persistent challenger for many 
years to come. 

“Every wrestler’s ultimate goal is 
to be World Champion,” admits 
Mike. “And that means defeating 
Ric Flair and someday, somewhere 
I hope to do just that.” 

Young Mike Rotundo has defi- 
nitely come into the spotlight. He 
has met all his challenges with sup- 
reme confidence winning nearly 
every one of his matches. The tal- 
ented Rotundo has everything go- 
ing for him and with his ability and 
good looks his star will shine 
brightly for many years to come! 0 


Rotundo signals to his opponent to get off the mat. 


Rotundo has Greg Valentine trapped in a Sleeper Hold. 
WRESTLING’S MAIN EVENT 67 


Gary Hart and Sir Oliver Humperdink 


Join Forces 


The H&H Conglomerate 
Hoping to Control 
the World! 


he Unholy Alliance is the 

name that has been tagged 

on the management team 

of Gary Hart and Sir Oliver 

Humperdink and this moniker fits 

this new conglomerate to perfec- 
tion! 

When you combine the manage- 

rial experience of Gary Hart with 

the expertise of Sir Oliver Hum- 


By George Napolitano 


perdink you have the makings of 
an exceptional combination and 
that is exactly what has happened 
in the Mid Atlantic area. “People 
the world over are worried that the 
greatest minds in wrestling are now 
functioning as one and they should 
be, “Sir Oliver Humperdink said as 


6 
a 


we dined in the beautrful Holiday 
Inn in Richmond, Virginia. “In 
1974, Gary Hart and | were to- 
gether in Florida, but then we did 
not have the foresight to pool our 
talents. Today nearly ten years 
later we do! Gary Hart and I work 
as one. It is like Barnum and Bailey 
joining forces. We have now put it 
all together and shortly we will rule 


Gary Hart tries to comfort a battered and beaten Great Kabuki. 
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Wr sig Bali nes: if Gary Hart intercedes for his client, 
"i The Magic Dragon. 


Gary Hart with The Great Kabuki and The Magic Dragon. 


rity By! rs 


; 


ARHE 


TEP ery 
ULL 


ALA 


wl? 


Sir Oliver Humperdink praises the talents of Dick Slater by his side. 


Gary Hart holds up the Mid-Atlantic belt. 


The monstrous One Man Gang. 


not only the Mid Atlantic area but 
also the world!” 

How did the H&H conglomer- 
ate come to be? Gary Hart ex- 
plains,” For the past couple of 
years | had been associated with 
Armand Hussian in the southwest- 
ern part of the U.S. Finally | 
decided it was time to move my 
base of operations to another sec- 
tion of the country and I chose the 
Mid Atlantic area. Before coming 
here I researched the area and 
found that Sir Oliver Humperdink 
had things pretty well under con- 
trol but I decided that there was 
still room for improvement. I im- 
mediately contacted Humperdink, 
made him an offer that he was 
receptive to, and we decided to 
become partners. Humperdink then 
bought out Hussian and purchased 
49% of H&H associates. Ever since 
our agreement took effect we have 
completely dominated the Mid At- 
lantic area and our next stop will 
be the world!” 

The H & H managerial team is 
now controlling the destinies of the 
Great Kabuki, the One Man Gang, 
the Magic Dragon, Kelly Kinski 
and Dick Slater. That’s quite an 
impressive stable and one which is 
bound to grow in the months to 


Sir Oliver tries to contain a 
furious One Man Gang. 


come. “Gary Hartand I have many, 
many men under contract all over 
the world,” Humperdink confided. 
“Don’t forget that I have managed 
many top men in the past and my 
men have always been loyal to me.” 

“Loyalty is my top priority also,” 
Gary Hart added. “I have been 
associated with the Great Kabuki 
for the past several years and he is 
in my estimation the greatest at- 
traction to come along in many, 
many years. The man is truly 
phenomenal. Kabuki simply does 
not know the meaning of defeat. 
He feels that a loss is when you get 
carried out of the ring ona stretcher 
and whenever Kabuki is around 
that is the way his opponent always 
ends up.” 

“I loved the-way Kabuki des- 
troyed Jimmy Valiant last night,” 
Humperdink interjected in particu- 
lar. “He had it coming to him and 
the same will happen to everyone 
in who steps in the ring against this 
man of mystery.” 

“Don’t forget the Magic Dragon, 
Hump!” Gary Hart added. “He too 
knows how to take care of himself. 
There is simply no defense at all 
against his fantastic maneuvers. 
He is adept at all the martial arts 
and his moves inside that ring are 
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simply incredible.” 

Hart and Humperdink were now 
exchanging stories and hyping the 
merits of every member of their 
“team.” Next on their agenda was 
the One Man Gang and Sir Oliver 
Humperdink gave a quick run 
down on the capabilities of the 
gang. “The Gang stands 679”, 
weighs 420 pounds and is the only 
man to beat up Andre the Giant! 
He is quite an awesome and impos- 
ing figure and still just a mere lad of 
twenty-three years. He needs gui- 
dance and direction and under 
H&H we will lead him straight to 
the top. He has already humiliated 
every one he has come in contact 
with and there will be many, more 
men who will fall to the awesome 
strength and brute power of the 
Gang.” 

“Hey! And, Don’t forget Keely 
Kiniski!” Gary Hart yelled. “His 
dad was a former NWA World’s 
Heavyweight champion and he’s 
got his head in the right place. He 
knows how to wrestle but he was 
lacking in certain areas. But not 
anymore. He has now matured and 
under the H&H team Kelly Kiniski 
will blossom into a full fledged 
star.” 

Although both Gary Hart and 
Sir Oliver Humperdink have been 
very successful in the past manag- 
ing a multitude of different stars on 
their own, why then would these 
two successful men decide to join 
forces? Sir Oliver Humperdink 
supplied the answer. “There is 
strength in numbers! Professional 
sports is a multi-million dollar in- 
dustry and it is to our advantage to 
team up and work towards a com- 
mon goal. Together we envision 
ruling the world and believe me 
Gary Hart and Sir Oliver Humper- 
dink, H&H, will do just that!” 

So far the plans as set out by this 
“Unholy Alliance,” of Hart and 
Humperdink are working accord- 
ing to schedule. With their impres- 
sive stable of champions it may not 
be too long before H&H controls 
the wrestling world. a) 
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